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15,948 STAND UPS on 

The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

The National Platform of Maltese NGDOs, KOPIN, the STOPoverty! Neqirdu l-Faqar! Campaign and Global Action Schools would like to thank all those who participated during the one-day seminar on the Millennium Development Goals and the Stand Up Activity held on the 17th of October at the Mediterranean Conference Centre.  The aim of this seminar was to create space for citizen participation and discuss the Millennium Development Goals.  Around 85 persons from all walks of life attended for this seminar and 15,948 people from Malta and Gozo participated in the Stand Up Activity.  The final amount of global stand ups is 38.7 million in 110 countries, including Malta.  This amount of Stand Ups has broken the Guinness World Record, for more info please log on:  www.standagainstpoverty.org. 
The above-mentioned numbers clearly indicate that the Maltese and Gozitan people are increasingly expressing their concern with regards to poverty around the world and showing their solidarity.  Also Maltese citizens are calling on our politicians to deliver on their promises to play an active role in advocating for people who live in poverty, in fighting harder in favour of a fairer world, and in promoting human rights.

Moreover during the seminar various representatives from academia, NGOs and other civil society organisations gave very interesting presentations about their work in developing countries or on development education projects in Malta.  Again this was a clear indication of civil society’s expertise and experience, which needs to be utilised in a more effective manner, by policy makers and decision makers at governmental level.  Such practical knowledge needs to be channelled more at all levels.

This seminar also indicated the importance to strengthen NGOs and NGDOs who work to ensure international solidarity with the poor.  The importance of directly involving people from the developing world in such debates and in our decisions that affect them was also expressed and agreed upon.  This was highlighted particularly in regard to decisions which are crucial to policy making.

Various exponents of NGDOs who presented their projects about development work in the South, stressed one common element that development work is not based on “charity” (at least the old understanding of it, where the poor are always at the receiving end).  Real development work is based on sustainable projects in which the local community is empowered through capacity building and training.  In practical terms initiatives are led by the community itself.  Development cooperation should avoid being patronising and puts each partner on an equal level. Effectively, by adopting mutual learning methods, such processes acknowledge that there is not just one type of knowledge, namely the European or Western type.
During the seminar the National Platform of Maltese NGDOs presented its “Manifesto for Development Education” and also presented a “Code of conduct on images and messages”.
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Students from Gudja Primary C participating in Stand Up Activity. 

Background Information 

A five-point Manifesto on International Sustainable Development 

Presented to Alternattiva Demokratika, Partit Laburista and Partit Nazzjonalista at the first National MDG Seminar 17th October 2007.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The National Platform of Maltese NGDOs considers the forthcoming general elections as a unique opportunity to bring the most salient issues related to International Development to the attention of the three major political parties, namely Alternattiva Demokratika, Partit Laburista and Partit Nazzjonalista.  

The Platform has prepared  and drawn up a five-point Manifesto for Development and will be lobbying for their inclusion in the forthcoming electoral programmes. This Manifesto will be presented to Alternattiva Demokratika, Partit Laburista and Partit Nazzjonalista during the first National MDG Seminar held on the 17th of October to coincide with the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.

The Platform will be reporting on the electoral programmes to give citizens accurate information on how “development friendly” each political party is.

A five-point Manifesto on International Sustainable Development 

presented to each political party at the First National Millennium Development Goals Seminar 17th October 2007.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The National Platform of Maltese NGDOs calls on each political party to include the following five points in their forthcoming electoral programmes: 

1. A Commitment to Aid Targets 

The National Platform of Maltese NGDOs calls on each political party to include a commitment to real and genuine aid in its electoral programme- in particular to:

· Establish clear and binding year-on-year timetables to reach, at a minimum, the 2010 and 2015 targets with genuine aid resources; 

· Commit not to include refugee, student costs and debt relief in official aid reporting;

· Commit to transparency in aid reporting; and 

· Ensure aid is focused on helping the world’s poor.

2. Support Fair Trade

The National Platform of Maltese NGDOs calls on each political party
· to commit to promote fair trade as an effective tool to reach the MDGs;

· to provide 'Aid for Fair Trade' in the form of specific calls for proposal with fair trade as one of the priority themes, to spearhead Ministries, Departments, Local Authorities and Schools; 

· to opt for fair trade products wherever possible; and 

· to include fair trade criteria into public tenders and purchasing policies.

3. Commitment to Development Education

The National Platform of Maltese NGDOs calls on each political party to commit itself to a multi-actor process, making best use of shared expertise and experiences, with a view of establishing a National Strategy on Development Education and of embedding Development Education and Awareness-Raising in relevant national policies.  The Platform also asks each political party to set up a specific fund to support Development Education projects managed by Civil Society Organisations (CSOs).

4. Role of Civil Society

The National Platform of Maltese NGDOs calls on each political party to commit itself to ensure real participation of civil society organisations, such as the Platform, in any policy and action plan pertaining to development, and to share analyses with NGDOs through regular meetings. The Platform also calls on each political party to channel a majority percentage of development aid through CSOs, through specific budget lines, and through a 100% funding rolling call.
5. Policy Coherence for Development

The National Platform of Maltese NGDOs calls on each political party to commit itself to place policy coherence for development high on the agenda and to effectively avoid policies that effect development objectives negatively.

[Manifesto also attached.  Code of conduct on images and messages attached]
Other info:

The National Platform of Maltese NGDOs

The National Platform of NGDOs is Malta's broadest network of voluntary and non-governmental organisations working in international development and humanitarian aid. 

The Platform was founded on 26 June 2001, on the initiative of Kopin (Koperazzjoni Internazzjonali - Malta), and now has 11 members.  It is officially recognised by the Maltese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA). 


The Platform aims to improve Malta's contribution to international development by promoting the exchange of experience, ideas and information amongst its members, between networks of NGOs in Malta and internationally, with the Maltese Government, and between its members and other Maltese bodies with an interest in international development and humanitarian aid. 


To support this work, the Platform manages training, advocacy and information services.

www.ngdomalta.org
Global Action Schools

Global Action Schools is a unique partnership of seven organisations working with schools across Austria, Czech Republic, England, Malta, Poland, Slovak Republic and Thailand.

Currently 80 pilot schools are exploring how small changes in their day-to-day running could help reduce global poverty.

During 2007-2008, schools materials, an interactive website and teacher training programme will be made widely available.

www.globalactionschools.org
KOPIN

Kopin (Koperazzjoni Internazzjonali) is a voluntary organization based in Malta which works in the field of North-South cooperation. Kopin was launched in public during a seminar on "The Policies of the European Union with regards to North South Cooperation" held on 24 June, 2000. Although Kopin is not bound to any other organization it has good relations with a number of Maltese and foreign organizations. Kopin is a member of the Forum for Justice and Cooperation together with the Third World Group, Koperattiva Kummerc Gust (Fair Trade Cooperative) and Inizjamed.

www.kopin.org
STOPoverty!

STOPoverty! Neqirdu l-Faqar is an Awareness Campaign by Maltese Civil Society Organisations calling on governments to stand by their commitments in favour of the world's poor to Reach the UN's Millennium Development Goals by 2015 

It is part of the Global Call to Action against Poverty. GCAP is a growing alliance of organisations, networks and national campaigns committed to eradicating poverty. 

www.stopovertymalta.org
The Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) is a growing alliance of trade unions, community groups, faith groups, women and youth organisations, NGOs and other campaigners working together across more than 100 national platforms. GCAP is calling for action from the world’s leaders to meet their promises to end poverty and inequality.

www.whiteband.org
If you would like to obtain further information, kindly contact us on 79091984, 79342328 or claytonmercieca@gmail.com, angie.farrugia@gmail.com, or mariogerada@gmail.com.







